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British Girl Balks .

OW completely we have put
to sleep these very dear
cousina of ours, the Brit-
ish |" His imperial highness,
gﬂm crown prince made this remark

119

+ tone as he sat In the corner of a

first-class compartment of an express
that had ten mioutes before left Pad-
dington station for the West of Eng-
Innd.

The crown prinece, though not gen-
eruliy known, frequently visited Eng-
land and Scotland incognito, and we
‘were ypon ope of those fiying visits on
that bright summer's morning as the
express tore through the delightful
English scenery of the Thames valley,
with the first stopping place at Ply-

_o eeuts our destination.

the vl renson for the visit of my

“young hot readed Lmperinl master was
sogceaiad © ) me.

Four days hie ¢ he had dashed Into

® my room at the & ~wor palace at Pots-

dam. He hnd Las with the emperor
‘n Berlin all the moroing, and had mo-
tored hack with all speed., Something
had occurred but whot It was 1 falted
to discern. He currled some papers
in the packet of his military tunle.
From thelr color I saw that they were
secret reporis—those documents pre-
pared solely for the eyes of the kulser
and those of his oldest son.

He took n big lnen-lined envelope
and; plucing the papers in it, carefully
senled it In wax,

“We are going to London, Ieltzen-
«dorff. Put that in your dispatech box.
1 may want it when we are in Eng-
land.”

“To London—when? I asked, sur
prised at the suddenness of our jour-
ney, because T kaew that we were due
at Welmar In two doys® time,

“We leave ut six o'clock this eve-
ning.” was the crown prince's reply.
“Koeller has ordered the salon to be
attuched to the Hook of Hollund train.
Mardt has alveady left Berlin to en-
guge rooms for us ut the Ritz, ln Lon-
M’l
+ “And the sulte? I asked, for it was
<ne of my duties to arrange who trav-
@led with his {mperial highness.

“Oh! We'll leave Eckhardt &t home,”
he sald, for he always hated the sur-

» welllanes of the commissioner of se-
eret police. “We shall only want Schu-
ler, my valet, and Knof."

We pever truveled anywhere with-
w‘ the chauffeur, Who WeS an

the mmn-
wobody

an o
nnd callod

'STARTLING ,
TOLD BY COUNT ERNST VON HELTZENDORFF TO WILLIAM LEQUEUX

halred and extremely good-looking. |

Miss King, 1 lenrned, was an Fng.
lsh girl “who somie years previously
“hnd gonoe to Ameriea *with hor people, |
end by the heave teavellng eoat nnd
cloge-fitting hut she wore 1 mno!u-h-d;
that she had just come off cne of the
Iocoming liners.

One thing which stroekk mo as T
l"ﬂkf‘!t at her was the heooch she wn >, |
It was a notural butterfly of a rure
feopica]l  varlety, =4th Leizhit ooldoa .
wisgs, the Qelleats sheon af ohieh v g
protected by smhill plates of erystal— i
one of the most charming ornaments [ ‘
had ever scen. !

! A8 1 ushered her In she grected the ‘
' erown prince as “Mr, Richter,” being
| apparently entirely unaware of hig
real ldentity, I concluded that she was
'lm-hod.r whom his highness had met
In Germany, and to whom he had been |
introdoced under his assumed name, |

“Ah! Miss King!™ he exclaimed |
pleasantly in his excellent Englsh, '
shaking hands with her. “Your boat |
ghould have been in yestorday. 1 fear
you encountersd bad wenther—eh 7

“Yes, rather,” rhplled the girl, “But
it did not trouble me much. We had
almost constant gales ever slnee we

&ieft New York”™ she lsughed brightly.

She appeared to be quite a charming
little person.

“Heltzendorfl, would youn please bring
me that senled packet from your dis-
patch pox?" he asked suddenly, turn-
Ing to mao.

The senled packst! T had forgotten,
all about It ever sioee he had handed
it to me at the door of the Marmor pal-
ace, I knew that It contained some
setret reports prepared for the eye of
the emperor. The Ietter hud no doubt
seén them. for the crown prince hod
brought them with him from Berlin,

As ordered, T took the packet into
“the room where his highness sat with
his falr visitor, and then 1 retired and
closed the door.

“] Can’t; It Would Be Dishonest!™

Hotel doors are never very heavy, as
n rale, therefore, I was able to hear
conversation, but unfortunntely few
words were distinet. The Interview
had losted nearly half an hour, Find-
ing that I could hear pothing, I con-
tented myself in reading the paper und
holding myself n readiness should “Mer,
Itichter” want me.

Of a sudden I heard his highness'
voice raised In anger, that shrill, high-
pitched pote which i pecullar both to
the emperor and to his son when they
are unusually annoyed,

“But I tell yon, Miss King, there Is
no other way,” I heard him shout, “It
can be done quite easily, and nobody
onn possibly know."

#Never I" cried the girl, “What would
people think of me?”

“You wish to save your hrother," he
suld, “Very well, I have shown you
how you can effect this. And I will
help you If you agree to the terms—
if you will find out what I want to
know."

“T can't!” cried the girl lo evident
distress. “I really can't! It would be
dishonest—criminal I

“Bah! my dear girl, you are lovking
ut the affalr from far
point,” replied the muan she knew ns

i
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mit, In dfrest peril, and you alone can
gave him. Now, what Is your de
ciston™ ;

The girl's reply wins In a tone t 0
low for mo to overhear. Ita tepor,
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A LETTER FROM THE CROWN PRINCE'S PERSONAL ADJUTANT
TO WILLIAM LEQUEUX, POSSESSOR OF THE
SECRETS OF EUROPE,

My dear LeQueux:
T
m

Lulas,
thene nrticlea.

(Signed)

T T T T T T T YTy

_ HOPKINSVILLE KENTUCKIAN AUG. 11, 1917.

ve just finlshed reading the praofs of your articles deseribing
oficial at the lmperinl conet ot Polsdam, and the twe or
errors you made I have duly corrected

senndals and wily Intrigues which I have related to you
of them knowa to yourself, for, as the Ilntimate friend of
ei=erown princess of Saxomy,
cloaely associnted with many of thase at

. The revelations whick T have made, and which you have recorded
here, are but a tithe of the disclosures which { conld make, and 1f the
world desires more, I shall be ploased 1o furnish you with other and
¢ven more startlion detafls, which youw may alse put lute print,

My service ns personsl adjutant to the German crowa prince la, Bap-
plly, at an end, and ndw, with the treachery of Germany sgainst ofvill-
zation ginringly revealed, | feel, ta my retirement, nn compunction In
exponing all [ know concerning the seereis of (he kalser and his son.

With most cordinl greetings from

Your sincere friend,
ERNST YON HELTZENDORFF.
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the Hohenzollern.r:

EXPOSURE OF INNER LIFE OF KAISER AND CROWN PRINCE AS .
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Veneux Nadon,
par Moret-aur-Lolng,
Srlne-ct-Mnrae,
Felbruary 10th, 1017,

Fum were, before the war,
court whose names appear In

A LA & & 4 & & & & & & & & & s o . . .

day evening., snd we will dine to-
gether™

“But T ean't—I really can't do ns
yon wigh. You surely will not compel
me to—to commit a crime

The Crown Prince's Threat.

“Hush!™ he cried. “I have shown
you these papers, and 3ou know my [n-
structions, Remember that your fa-
ther must know nothing. Nobody must
suspect, or you will find yourself In

' equnl perll with your brother."

*“You—you are cruell” sobbed the
mirl.

“No, no,”" he sald cheerfully. “Don't
ery. plense. Think it all over, Miss
King, and meet me In London on Thurs-
day night."

After listening to the appointment, T
discreetly withdrew I(nto the corridor

‘on pretense of summoning a walter,

and whea I returned the pretty English
girl was taking leave of “Mr. Rich-
ter”

Fer blue eyes betrayed traces of
emotion, and she was, I =aw, very
pale, her bearing quite untikes her atti-
tude when she had eatered there,

“Well, good-hy, Mies King,” sald his
highness, grasping her hand, “It was
really awfully good of you to eall. We
shall meet agaln very soon—eh? Good-
by."

Then, turning to me, he asked me
to conduet her out.

On returning to the crown prinee, T
found him in & decidedly snvage mood.
He was pnreing the floor Impatiently,
muttertfg angrily to himself, for it wos
apparent that some plan of his was be-
Ing thwarted by the girl's refusal to
conform to his wishes and obtaln cer-
tain Information he was seeking.

The erown prince, when In n forelgn
country; wns never ldle. His energy
wns such that he was ever on the
move, with eyves and ears always open
to learn whatever he coulill. Hence
It was at two o'clock that afternoon
Knof brought round a blg gray open
ear, nnd in It 1 sat beside the em-
peror's son while we were driven
around the defenses of Plymouth, just
a8 on previous occasions we had in-
spected those of Portsmouth and of
Dover,

On the following Thursdny evening
we had returned to London, and the
crown prince, without telllng me
where he was golng, left the Ritz hotel,
merely expinining that he might not be
back till midoight. It was on that oc-
ension, my denr LeQuepx, you will
remember, that I dined with you at
the Devonshire club, and we afterward
spent & pleasant evening together at
the Empire,

I merely told you that his highness
was out at dinner with a friend. You
were, naturally, Inquisitive, but I did
not satlsfy yvour curiosity, Secrecy was
then my duty,

A Sample of German Preparedness.

On returning to the.hotel I found
the crown prince arrangiong with Knof
a motor run along the Surréy hills on
the following day. .He bad a large
map spread before him—a German
military map, the curious marks upon
which would have no dbubt astonlshed
any war office official. The map indi-
cated certain spots which had heen se-
eretly prepared by Germany ln #lew of
the projected lnvasion

To those spots we motored on the
following day. His imperial Wighness,
ut the Instigation of the emperor, actu-
ally made a tour of lnspection of those
cunningly concealed polnts of vantuge
which the lmperial genernl staff had,
with thelr marvelons forethought and
bold soterprise, nlready prepared right
beneath the very nose of the sleops
ing British Hon,

From thé cvown prince's Jsunty man-
ner nvd good spleits T fult nssured thot
by the subtle porsuislve powers he pos-
sesged (ownrds women he had hrought
the wysterious Miss King Into loe
with his own plaus—whatever they
wight be,

We lunched nt the Burford Beidgo
hotel, that pretly, old-fashlonad house
beuchth Boax hill, net tar from Dor-
king,

After our meal In the loog public
roam, we strollpd (nto the grounds ftor
o ) “ leltzes

AL bk sndtl pres
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tain ;e few duys i Ostend, before we
return to Potsdnm,*™

Next afternoon we had taken up our
fuarters at a small but very select ho-
tel on the Digne at Ostend, a place
eallod the “Bean It wus
patronized by old-fashionsd folk, and
“Herr Richtor" was well known there,
There may have heen some who sus-
poected that Riclitor was nat the visit-
or's real name, but fhey were fow, and
it alwoys =sarprised me how wall the
crown prince sueceefed in preserving
hils Incognito—though, of conrse, the
authorities knew of the imperinl visit.

The English Girl Again.

The following day, ahout three
o'clock, while the erown prince was
ecarclessly golng through some letters
brought by courlers from Potsdam, a
walter enme to me with o message that
a Misg King desired to see Mr, Richter,

In surprise [ received her, welcom-
Ing her to Ostend. From the neat dress
of the pretty English girl I conciuded
that she hnd just crossed from Dover,
nand she Seemed most anxious to see
hig highness. I noted that she still
wore the beautiful golden butterfly,

When I entered hls room
nounce her the erown prince’s brow
knit, and his thin llps compressed,

“H'm! More trouble for us, Hellzen
dortf, I suppose! YVery well, show
her In.*

The falr vlsitor was in the room fora
long time—indeed, for over an Ibup,

Sefour.”

Their volces were ralsed, and now and
then, curlously enough, 1 recelved the
Impression thet, wlhatever n t have

been the argument, the pretry giel had
galned her own polut, for when she
came ont she ziniled at we In tricmph,
forth aod down

and walked straight
the stalrs,

The ctown prince threw himself inte
o big armchalr In undlsguised dissotis-
faction. Towards me he pever wore
a mask, though, Uke his father, he ln-
variably did so In the preosence of
strangoers.

“Those accursed women!" he cried.
“Ab, Heltzendorfl, when a woman 1s
In love she will defy even satan hims
self!  Apd yet they are fools, these
women, for they are In Ignorance of
the irresistible power of our Imperial
house, The enemles of the Hohengol-
lerns are a8 a4 cloud of guats on # Sum-
mer's plght. The dew comes, and they
are no more, It I1s a pity., Has not
one of our greatest Germuan philoso-
phers written : ‘It |s no use breathing
uguninst the wind? "

“True,” I sald. “But, surely, it is
a nulsanee to be followed and worried
by that listle English gir! !

“Worrled! Yes. You are quite
right, my dear Heltzendorff. But I
do not mind worry, if it {5 In the in-
terests of Prussia, and of our house
of Hohensollern. I adwmit the girl,
though distinctly pretty, 1s a most Ir-
responsible person. She does not ap-
penl to me, but I am compelled to hu-
wor her, becuuse I huve a certaln ob-
Ject In view,"

I could pot go further, or I might
have betrayed the knowledge I had
guined by eavesdropplog.

“l wus surprised that she should
turn up here, In Ostend,” I sald,

“l had written to her. T expected
hi’r." 2.
“She does not know yowr real rank
or statloni™

“No, To her I am merely Horr Emil
IRichter, whom she flrst met away lo
the country. Bhe wus a tourist, and 1
wie Captaln Bmil Richter of tho Prus-
slan Guards, We met while you were
uway os a bolldoy at Vieana"

I was anxiouy o learn spomothing
aboat Miss Xing's brother, but “Wille"
wis generully decrver, uod at thut mo-
ment unusially sa, Owe fact was pluln,
Liawever, that somie s«oret Teport pro-
woenled o the emiperor h vl been slivwn
1o her. Why? I wondered if his high-
ness Bd heen successful in coercing
her nto soting as he desived,

Certginly the gial's atthtyde aw she
had left the hotel went to show that,
In the contest, slie hod won by bher
womnn's keen wit snd foraight.

A fortolght sfterwards we were back
sgaln af Powsdam,

A Surprite Package for “Willie."
P e - . | ’ '
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to an-

that wild mountsinous district heyond
Breslan, For a week we had been
staylng at a great, high-up prisonlike
schiogs, the ancestral home of Prince

Ludwig Lichtenau, in the Wolfels-
grund,
The emperor and his suite had

left, and our host had been suddenly

cilled to Berlin by telegram, his

doughter having been (1. Therefore,
the erown prince and we of the sulte
had remnined for some further sport.

On the day after the emperor's de-
parture I had spent the afterncon In

n small paneled room which over-

looked a deep mountaln gorge, and

which bad been given up to me for

worlk,
| ence when the courier from Potsdam
| entered esnd gave me the battéred
leather pouch contalning the crown
prince’s letters. Having unlocked |t
with my key, I found among the cor
respondence a small square packet ad-
dressed to his Imperial highness, and
marked “private.”

“Now, fearing bombs or attempts by
other menns upon his son's life, the
empeéror had commanded me always to
open packets addressed to him. This

nnd, moreover, the Inseription being
in a feminine hand. I decided to awalt
his highness' return,

When at laust he eame In, wet and
muddy ofter a long day's sport, I
showed him the packet. With a care
less alr he snid: “Oh, open it, Helt-
zondorff. Open all packets, whether
marked private or not.”

“I obeyed, and to my surprize found
within the paper a small leather-cov-
ered jewel ense, In which, reposing
upon A bed of dark blue velvet, was
the beautiful ornament which I had
ndmired ot the throat of the falr-
haired British girl—the golden butter-
fly.

I handed [t to his highness just as
he wis taking a clgarette from the box
on n slde table.

The sight of It electrified him, He
held his breath, standing for a few
| saconds staring at it as” though he
weore pazing upon some specter, His
countenance wins us white as paper.

“When did that arrive?' he man-
nged to ask, In n hoarse volee, which
showed how completely sight of It had
upsoet him,

“This afternoon. It was in the cou-
rier’s pouch from Potsdum,"

“If the Truth Came Out.”™

He seemed highly nervous, and nt
| the sume time extremely puzzied, Re-
| ceipt of that unique and beautiful
brooch was, I saw, some slgn, hut of
Ita real sigulficance I retunined In en-
tire ignorance,

That It hod n serfous meaning 1
quickly reallzed, for within half an
hour the crown prince and myself were
In the traln on our 200-wmile journey
back to Berlin.

On arrival his Imperial highness
drove stralght to the Berlln Schloss,
and there had a long Interview with
the emperor. At last I was called Into
the familinr pale-green room, the kal-
ser's private cabinet, and at once saw
that sowething untoward had oe
curred.

The emperor’s face was dark and
thounghtful. The erown prince, In his
badly creased uniform betraying a
long journcy—so unlike his usual
splck-and-span appearnnce, stood ner-
vously by as the kalser threw him-

I was busy with correspond- |

one, however, being marked “private,” |

“Ahl You have perhaps devised]
something-—eh? I hope s0," snid the
emperor. “You are usually ingenlous
in & crisis. Good! Hera I8 the or
der; act just ns you think fit."

i *“1 was summoned, your majesty,” 1
sald, In order to remind him of my.
presence there, :

“Ah! Yes. You know this Mise
King, do you noty”

“I recelved her In Plymouth,” was
my reply.

“Ah! then you will recognize her.
Probably your sorvices may be very,
urgently required within the next few
hours. You may go," and his majesty
curtly dismissed me. .

I walted In the corridor until his (m- |
perial highness came forth, When he!
Idld 80 he looked flashed and seemed

agitated. There had, I knew, occurred
A violént scena between father and
son, for to me It seemed as though
| “Willle” had agsin fallen bepeath the
Influence of a pretty face.

He drove me In a big Mercedes
over to Potsdam shere I had a quans
tity of mllitary documents awniting ate
tention, and after a change of clothes,
I tackled them,

Yet my mind kept constantly reverts
Ing to the mystery surrounding the
golden butterfly.

A Note From Miss King.

After dinner that night I returned to
my workroom, when, upon my blotting-
pad, T found a note addressed to me
in the crown prince's sprawling hand,

Opening It, T found that he had seribe
bled this message:

“I have left. Tell Eckhardt not to
trouble. Come alone, and meet me
tomorrow night at the Palast hotel,
In Hamburg. I shall eall at seven
o'clock and ask for Herr Richter. [
shall also use that name. Tell no-
body of my Journey, not even tha
crown princess—Wilhelm, Kronprine*

I read the note through a second
time, and then burned ft,

Next day I arrived at the Palast
hotel, faclng the Blunenalster, in Ham-
burg, giving my name ns Herr Rich.
ter,

At seven o'clock T awalted his b gh-
ness.  Elght o'clock eame—nine—ten
—even eleven—midnight, but, though
I sat In the private room [ had en-
gaged, no visitor arelved, -

Just after twelve, however. 8 waltep
brought up a note eddressed to Herr
Richrer,

Bolleving It to be mennt for me. |
opened It. To my great surprise, [
found that It was from the mysterfons
Miss King, and evidentiy ;rz!ujn-lt-rl for

the crown prinee, It read:

“My brother wis relensed from the
Altona prison this e g—I pre-
sume, owling to yoar -:--.cu!]'qu._,.
and we are now both safely on «ar

way across to Harwich. \'\-1:'.'“\\:- evi.
dently disecovered at lust that I 1M not
the helpless glirl you bellovedd me to be.
When your German pollce arrested my
brother Walter In Bremen BE n Spy
of Britaln I think you will ndmit that
they acted very Injodic! wsly, In fce
Call that my brother and myself know
toduy. At Plymouth you demanded,
as the price of Walter's liberty, that I
should become attached to your secret
service In Americn and betray the mad
who adopted me and brought me up aa
his own dnuoghter, But you never
dreamed the extent of my knowledge
of your country's Intrigues ; you did
not know that, through my brother

self into his writing chalr with a deep
grant and distinctly evil grace,

“1 suppose It must be done” he
growled to his son. *“Did I not fore-
| see that the girl would constitute u ses
rious menace? When she was In Ger-
muny she might easily have been ar-
résted upon some charge and her
mouth closed. Bah! our political po-
lice service grows worse and worse,
We will have It entirely reorganized,
The director, Laubnch, is far too seu-
timental, fur too chicken-hearted.”

As be spoke he took up his pen and
commenced to write rapldly, drawing a
deep breath as his quill seratched
! upon the paper.

| *“You realize,” he exclalmed angrily

to his son, taking no notice of my
presence there, because 1 was part and
parcel of the great machinery of the
court, “you realize what this order
means? It is a biow struck agnlnst our
cause—struck by a mere slip of a girl,
Think, If the truth came out! Why,
all our propaguods (o the United
States and Brimin would be nullified
in & single day, and the ‘good reln-

and the man who adopted me as his'
duughter, 1 know the full extent of
Your subtle propagnnda. You were, [
admit, extremely clever, Herr Richter,
and I confess that I was qulte charmed
when you sent me, as souvenir, that
golden butterfly which I returned to
you as a mark of my refusal and defi-
ance of the conditions you Impdsed
upon me for the release of my brother
from the sentence of fifteen years In
a fortress. This time, Herr Richter, a
woman wins., Further,-I warn you
thut If you attempt any reprisal my
brother will at once expose Germany's
muchinations abroad. He has, I as-
Sure you, many good friends, both lo
Britaln and America. Therefore If you
desire sllence you will make no effort
to trace mo further, Adleu!™

Twelve hours later I handed that let-
ter to the crown prince In Potsdam.
Where he hud been In the meantime I
did not know. He read It through:
then he crushed 1t (o his hands nod
tossed It Into the fire,

(Copyright, 1617, Willlam LeQuoux.)

Navy Older Than Government.

Hops' we wre now extending on every The Tolted States nnvy has the
bhani throughput the world In arder to | tluction of belng somewhat older t
miglend our enemics would be exposed | the goveroment its for ninge mon
in ali thelr true meaning. We canoot | before the wetunl Doeclarntion of 1
aford that, Ir wonld be far cheaper | pendence congress muthos I the «
10 pay twenty wiibdon nurks e = | Struction of two “oatloonal™ «
nual vost of the whole propagundn in | and appoeinted a conunlttes to pureh
Alnerica--than to allow the truth to be | vessols 1 witi the suclens of a o
ST Withiln ree monthe of lta app
Buddenly the erown pris A Tace | mes t) o e t togeths
brightened, a8 though ke bad bad | argiod v g 20 appuolnl 0 e
Bt laspirmtion, I nel of ofticor umong whow wops u
troth will not. be kuown, I ° famous old sen dog, Pau

promiise you,” ho sald, with a strange
grie. 1 know that oxpression. I

meant that he had devised $ome frosh |

pias.

“The girl Is deflant today, bHut
L not . w0, o I wil

X

lug tha war of s
fant nuvy eaptured s whny « I
Prises, but sulured oo hoavily that by
the time pescu wes declared 1t had nls
nost eensid to exist, A now




